GEAR INSPECTION

Identify fishing gear type

Examine gear

· Observe gear being hauled (SMP, HLP and Attachments?)

· Preserve integrity of gear prior to inspection

· State component parts of gear

· Check marking of gear

· Identify attachments

· Identify mesh types

· Identify twine types
· Is gear marked where required (e.g. Beams marked with PLN’s)

Determine net geometry for towed net

· Examine whole trawl

· Identify and examine net attachments

· Identify and examine cod-end (CE) stricto sensu
· Identify and examine Extension Piece (EP)
· Determine circumference of CE & EP (if mesh =>55mm)

· (min 2 measurements of CE, and 2 measurements of EP 

· Identify and examine Square Mesh Panel (SMP) 

· Identify and examine headline panel (HLP)

· Do not measure HLP mesh size, unless instructed

· For beams trawls examine and measure length of beams, and check for PLN marking
Determine mesh measurements for towed nets

· Check if net has been inspected and tagged by MMO

· Use Omega gauge. Net wet & unfrozen

· Select meshes in CE or EP (smallest mesh size) – use cable tie to mark
· Apply mesh size measurement procedures

· Average 20 meshes as displayed on gauge

· If disputed, follow dispute procedure as per crib
· Apply twine thickness measurement procedures. Take 20 measurements (10 meshes single twine, 5 meshes for double twine) 
· If disputed, follow dispute procedure as per crib
· Ensure ABO can see & verbally repeats measurements

· Ensure ABO records measurements
Determine mesh measurements for Square Mesh Panels (as appropriate)

Use Omega gauge
Select meshes in SMP – use cable tie to mark
Apply SMP mesh size measurement procedures:

20 meshes, measure both diagonals, 40 measurements in total

Square mesh average as displayed on gauge.

If disputed, follow dispute procedure as per crib
Ensure ABO can see & verbally repeats measurements

Ensure ABO records paired measurements
Determine mesh measurement for static net

Use Omega gauge. Net wet and unfrozen

Select meshes – use cable tie to mark
For trammel use smallest mesh sheet

Apply mesh size measurement procedures

Average 20 meshes as displayed on gauge

If disputed, follow dispute procedure as per crib
Ensure ABO verbally repeats and records measurements
Determine technical specification of dredges
Identify position of dredges

Determine number of dredges

Determine width of dredge (cm)

Determine number of teeth per dredge

Determine width of teeth (mm)

Determine belly rings per dredge

Identify attachments

Estimate by-catch (non scallops) retained
Determine legality of attachments 

Strengthening Bag

calculate circumference 

measure mesh size

compare length & circumference with CE

consider dimensions

Bottom side chafers

Top Side Chafers A

Top Side Chafers B

Chafing Pieces

Lifting Strap

Round Strap

Flapper
Sieve Netting

Strengthening Rope

Torquette
CONSIDER CATCH COMPOSITION FROM EARLIER – IS GEAR COMPLIANT? (are they using the baseline mesh size if required, or are they using the correct mesh size for the directed fishery?)
