
SPECIES MEASURING PROCEDURE

This procedure must be carried out especially in light of the Landing Obligation, as species below the Minimum Conservation Reference Size (MCRS) cannot be sold for human consumption.

It is good practice to measure for minimum size, in front of the master or crew member. Always round up or down in favour of the fisherman. i.e. if it is a minimum size round up to the nearest millimetre/centimetre, if it is a maximum size round down to the nearest millimetre/centimetre. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For example the minimum size for sole is 24mm. If the fish was measured at 23.3mm it is rounded up to 24mm.

1. All fish/shellfish below the minimum size must be measured exactly and the number recorded at each size. Those on or over the minimum size need only be recorded as having passed, the exact size does not have to be measured. It is better to use the scientific method of recording.

i.e. Use                     	     Not	

For example for scallops (where the minimum size is 110mm) you would record it as follows

	Size
	Number
	Total

	110mm+
	
	23

	109mm
	
	16

	108mm
	
	7

	107mm
	
	9

	106mm
	
	4

	105mm
	
	1




2. Put all those above the legal size in one box and all those below in another box.



3. If the samples are representative of the whole catch then you should also weigh the undersize fish to extrapolate the estimated total weight of the fish that is undersized and therefore determine the potential values of the undersized

4. It is beneficial if the recorder, does not help measuring, as this will only result in their notebook getting wet. Remember to use a black ballpoint pen in your notebook. More than one person can be measuring, with one person recording.
