
WEIGHING PROCEDURE


It is good practice to weigh the fish in the presence of the master, so he can witness and have less cause to dispute your estimate. It is acceptable though for a representative of the master to be present, usually a crew member. 

Weighing procedure
Get an empty box of the same proportions as the box the fish is stored in and tare on the scales.
1. Get one of the crew members, preferably the master to witness that the scales were zeroed.
2. Remove the ice from the fish and transfer to the empty box you have zeroed.
3. Record the box weight, taking account of any excess ice. 
4. Place a tally in the box with the weight and reference number (for example “cod1 42kg”).
5. Repeat as necessary, using the now empty box that the fish was in, there is usually no need to tare the box as it should be of the same proportions of the previous box
6. If you do not weigh all the boxes of a particular species, determine the average weight of a box and multiply by the total number of boxes, part boxes would have to be weighed separately. You should weigh at least 10% of any species you wish to determine. Where there are a small number of boxes for a given species, weigh all the boxes (For example, there are 55 full boxes of sole and a half box of sole, weigh at least 6 full boxes sole to determine the average box weight multiple by 55, then weigh the part box separately and add on). Do not forget to use the correct conversion factor.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]It is beneficial if the recorder, does not help in the fish weighing, as this will only result in their notebook getting wet. Remember to use a black ballpoint pen in your notebook. The master and crew must facilitate an inspection, i.e. they must assist you weighing the fish if you so require.


